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SCPDC's Regional Planners, Lesley &
Shannon, attend the Delta Summit
South Central Planning and Development
Commission's Regional Planners, Lesley Long
and Shannon Edgerson, attended the Delta
Regional Authority (DRA) Training and Summit
held on March 29-31, 2022 in New Orleans, LA.
The inaugural Delta Summit brought together
community leaders from across the eight-state
DRA region to discuss and learn more about
the region’s opportunities for economic
development,
rural
revitalization,
and
community resiliency.
The Summit featured engaging sessions and
workshops, field experiences, and peer
networking opportunities to share ideas, best
practices, and strategies to move our region
forward. (Pictured below: Shannon Edgerson
with DRA Interim Chief of Staff Kemp Morgan
and Lesley Long with DRA Federal CoChairman Dr. Corey Wiggins)

Broadband Initiative

Louisiana Planning & Development Districts (LAPDD)

As we have all experienced over the last
year,
the
COVID-19
pandemic
spotlighted significant gaps in internet
accessibility across the country. The
Delta, especially rural areas, has been
shown to lack adequate digital

Through an innovative crowd-sourcing
platform, DRA is undertaking a regional
internet speed testing initiative to
support
data-driven
policy
and
decision-making. The goal of this
project is to create a regional map of

infrastructure to support access to
critical services such as healthcare,
distance learning, and remote work. In
response to these challenges, the Delta
Regional
Authority
(DRA)
has
announced the Delta Broadband
Mapping Project, and South Central
Planning & Development Commission,
along with our fellow LAPDD Districts,
are proud to support DRA on this
initiative.

internet availability and speeds, which
will
help
you
attain
funding
opportunities for your communities.
The test takes less than one minute to
complete and can be taken on any
internet-connected device. To take the
test, visit dra.gov/speedtest.

DRA’s 2022 SEDAP Application Cycle Open!
The Delta Regional Authority (DRA) has opened the
2022 funding cycle for the States’ Economic
Development Assistance Program (SEDAP). The
deadline to submit applications is June 5, 2022. The
2022 SEDAP manual, including eligibility and priority
notes, can provide further information for parties
interested in applying for funding in the 2022 cycle.
More information can be found by clicking the button below or by contacting
Shannon Edgerson (shannone@scpdc.org) or Lesley Long (lesley@scpdc.org).

SEDAP Application Guidelines

SCPDC Assisting LE Fletcher Technical Community
College to Develop Simulator
South Central Planning and Development Commission will
assist Fletcher Technical Community College Foundation of
Schriever, Louisiana in the development of a $6,806,567.00
investment through the Delta Regional Authority that will
involve communities and residents throughout the state of Louisiana. South Central Planning and
Development Commission served as a clearinghouse for the award of $100,000 with a total
investment of $110,000. This grant award is for developing a Commercial Vehicle Operations
Mobile Lab Stimulator to educate the workforce in commercial vehicle operating at a more
accelerated pace, which will benefit from DRA due to improving the quality of life. This grant is to
train 50 individuals on how to get products in the supply chain where they need to go more
efficiently. Despite having supply chain issues and driver shortages, Fletcher Community College
is making strides to create employment opportunities. According to State Congressman Garret
Graves (LA-06), “We have to change the way we move people and goods on roadways to address
our traffic and road congestion, improve safety, and make our state’s economy more competitive.
This lab simulator will help keep Fletcher Community College and Louisiana trucking along.”

April is Fair Housing Month!
April marks the milestone of the
National Fair Housing Law of 1968
and amended in 1988 that prohibits

and
homeowners’
insurance
companies” (24 CFR 100.5). Grantees of
the Louisiana Office of Community

discrimination in housing and declares
a national policy to provide, within
constitutional limits, for fair housing in
the United States. The Federal Fair
Housing Law provides that “…no
person
shall
be
subjected
to
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin in the sale, rental, or
advertising of dwellings, in the
provision of brokerage services, or in
the availability of residential real
estate‐related transactions including
lenders, builders,

Development grants are responsible for
meeting all applicable civil rights laws
and requirements such as equal
opportunity, Section 3, fair housing,
citizen participation and Section 504.
Complaints may be filed with the
Louisiana Attorney General’s office at 1800-273-5718 or by reporting violations
to the U. S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development at this Toll-Free
number, 1-800-669-9777.
For
more
information,
visit
https://www.agjefflandry.com/FairHousi
ng.

South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) Brownfields
Program works to assess, clean up, and facilitate the redevelopment and/or reuse
of potentially contaminated properties known as brownfields.
So, what is a Brownfield? Brownfields are abandoned or underutilized real
property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by
the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or
contaminant. Want more information on SCPDC’s Brownfield Program, contact
our Brownfield Program Manager Lesley Long at lesley@scpdc.org or (985) 8512900.
Also visit our website for more information on available Brownfield funding at:
https://www.scpdc.org/departments/planning/brownfields-2/
and
https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields . More information can also be
found at https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleum-brownfields.

Statewide Transit Coordination
SCPDC, as the Metropolitan Planning
Organization,
is
responsible
for
the
coordination of the providers of Human
Services Transportation. This is done by
hosting quarterly meetings of area Arcs,
Councils on Aging, and other providers of
public transit services. During these meetings
we identify available resources and gaps in

Photo Source: Terrebonne Council on Aging

Public Survey (English)

services.
As such, the MPO is also participating in the
update to DOTD’s update to the Statewide
Coordination Plan, including attendance at a
stakeholder meeting in November 2021 with
the other statewide MPOs and various Arcs,
Councils on Aging, and providers across the
state. As part of this statewide update process,
a public survey has been developed. We would
ask that you share this survey via your various
social media and other platforms to assist with
the statewide update.

LADOTD Coordinated Human Services
Transportation Plan Public Survey
(google.com)

Public Survey (Spanish)
Encuesta Pública del Plan de Transporte de
Servicios Humanos Coordinados de LADOTD
(google.com)

The
Houma-Thibodaux
Metropolitan
Planning Organization is in the process of
developing the 2023 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). This is a
federally required document for all
transportation projects using federal
funding. The MPO is allocated approximately $14 million in discretionary FHWA
funding during the 4-year TIP horizon for eligible transportation projects. Types of
eligible projects include roadway and intersection improvements, capital costs for
transit projects, and bicycle and pedestrian projects. Examples of completed and
ongoing projects using MPO funding include Hollywood Road Widening between
Martin Luther King Blvd. and Hollywood Road, asphalt overlays of various
roadways in the City of Thibodaux, and sidewalk rehabilitation in downtown
Houma. Contact Joshua Manning for more information.

South Central Regional Safety Coalition (SCRSC) is a
traffic safety coalition comprised of multidisciplinary
partners/agencies throughout the parishes of Assumption,
Lafourche, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, and
Terrebonne. Program Coordinator: Cassie Parker

South Central Arrive Alive Tours!
South Central Regional Safety Coalition’s partners
teamed up with high schools and colleges in an effort to
bring traffic safety awareness and education to the teens
and young adults of our region by implementing South
Central’s first Arrive Alive Regional Tour thanks to our
generous sponsors: State Farm, Shell, and Nucor!

State and local law enforcement
volunteered to lead each of the twelve
teen and young adult events in their
respective areas (lead agencies listed by
photos), many agencies collaborating
to include demonstrations using fatal
vision
goggles
(drunk
goggles).

UNITE’s Arrive Alive Tour vehicle uses a
high-tech simulator, impact video, and
a number of other resources to educate
individuals and communities on the
consequences of driving impaired
(alcohol or marijuana) and driving
distracted. Participants get into an

Through this initiative, our team
educated approximately 1300 students
and close to 100 educators and other
community members on the danger of
impaired driving, distracted driving, and
not wearing a seatbelt, which accounts
for approximately 40%, 25%, and 25%
of the fatalities in our seven-parish
region,
respectively. (Parishes
of
Assumption, Lafourche, St. Charles, St.
James, St. John the Baptist, St. Mary, and
Terrebonne).
Law enforcement officers set up driving
courses, tabletop presentations, and
conducted mock-standardized field
sobriety
tests,
where
students
attempted to successfully complete the
activities while wearing goggles that
simulate blood alcohol content (BAC)
levels from .000 to .25. These
interactive activities allow students an
opportunity to experience, in a safe and
controlled
environment,
that
impairment
slows
coordination,
reaction times, and judgment and was
an eye-opening experience for our
South Central teens and young adults.

actual vehicle (with battery disabled
and car immobilized) and put on a
virtual reality headset. Sensors are
connected to the vehicle’s gas/brake
pedals and steering wheel, enabling the
participant to experience drugged
driving
without
the
real-life
consequences. Upon exiting the
vehicle, each participant is handed a
mock
citation
detailing
the
ramifications of their simulation as a
reminder to make safe driving/riding
choices.
If you are interested in hearing more
about our Coalition or our efforts to
reach Destination Zero Deaths on our
Louisiana roadways, contact our
Regional Safety Coordinator, Cassie
Parker at cassie@scpdc.org.

LUTCHER HIGH SCHOOL
February 21
Sponsored by Nucor
Partnered with Lutcher PD

ST. JAMES HIGH SCHOOL
February 22
Sponsored by Nucor
Partnered with St. James SO

THIBODAUX WELLNESS
February 23
Sponsored by Shell
Partnered with LA State Police

NICHOLLS STATE UNIV.
February 24
Sponsored by Shell
Partnered with NSU PD

BERWICK HIGH SCHOOL
March 21
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with Berwick PD

E.D. WHITE HIGH SCHOOL
March 23
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with Thibodaux PD

CENTRAL LAFOURCHE
 HIGH SCHOOL
March 24
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with Lafourche
Parish SO

HAHNVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
March 29
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with St. Charles SO

ASSUMPTION
 HIGH SCHOOL
March 25
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with Assumption SO

WEST ST. JOHN
HIGH SCHOOL
March 28
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with St. John the
Baptist PD

COVENANT CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY
March 30
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with Terrebonne
Parish SO

LE FLETCHER TECH.
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
March 31
Sponsored by State Farm
Partnered with LA State Police

FREE Child Safety Seat Check!
Saturday, April 23
11am-3pm
West Park Climate Control
Storage (6767 W. Park
Avenue, Houma, LA)

Click on the image above to view LA
Highway Safety Commission's 2019 Child
Restraint observational survey results.

Local Technical Assistance Program News
Sign Up for LTAP's Newsletters and Training Announcements HERE.

Take LTAP's Local Stakeholder
Survey CLICK HERE
The Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP)
is conducting this survey on behalf of the
Louisiana DOTD's effort to engage local
stakeholders in the implementation of
Louisiana's Strategic Highway Safety Plan
(SHSP)
and
the
overall
goal
of
reaching Destination Zero Deaths.
It would be most helpful if you would take a
few minutes to complete the questionnaire
which is designed to understand your interest
and needs as it relates to reducing highway
fatalities and serious injuries in your
community.

Click here for a list of Federal Transportation Funding Programs for Locals!

Register for LTAP's Roadway Departure Course
Thursday, May 26, 2022 7:30AM to 3:00PM
Nicholls State University Cotillion Ballroom
NSU- Leighton Dr, Thibodaux, LA 70301
Registrations are only accepted online
at https://registration.ltrc.lsu.edu/login

This workshop will discuss how road safety stakeholders and local agencies can
help reduce rural roadway departure deaths and serious injuries in Louisiana.
Topics include: (1) Focus on Reducing Rural Roadway Departures; (2) Systemic
Approach to Reducing Roadway Departures; (3) Proven Countermeasures and; (4)
Louisiana’s Rural Roadway Departure Implementation Plan.
A field assessment will be conducted to provide participants an opportunity to
physically evaluate issues on local roads and recommend proven safety
countermeasures to address these issues.
Who should attend?
This workshop is designed for road safety practitioners, parish and city engineers,
law enforcement officers, health professionals, educators and other local agency
stakeholders who are vested in improving road safety in their respective
communities. Download brochure.

Learn more about what we are







doing to save lives.

SCPDC Calendar of Events
Any Parish or Municipality that wants to share regional activities they’re promoting, we will give
them access to our Newsletter as a medium. For more information about the Newsletter please
contact Ms. Cassie Parker at cassie@scpdc.org.

Download SCPDC Meeting Calendar PDF

SCPDC Board Meeting - 10:30 AM
April 21, June 30, and October 20
Contact: Emma Bergeron, emma@scpdc.org

SCPDC Loan Board Meeting - 8:30 AM
Third Tuesday of each month
Contact: Missy Menuet, MissyM@scpdc.org

HTMPO Policy Committee Meetings- 12 PM
April 28, July 28, and October 27
Contact: Joshua Manning, josh@scpdc.org

HTMPO Technical Advisory Committee - 10 AM
June 9, September 8, and December 8
Contact: Joshua Manning, josh@scpdc.org

Regional Transit Committee - 10 AM
May 18, August 17, and November 16
Contact: Joshua Manning, josh@scpdc.org

Region 6 Watershed Meeting - 10 AM
4th Wednesday of each month
Contact: Pat Gordon, pat@scpdc.org

South Central Regional Safety Coalition - 10 AM
September 28th
Contact: Cassie Parker, cassie@scpdc.org
for emphasis area meetings.

South Central Planning & Development
5058 West Main Street, Houma, LA 70364
985-851-2900 I www.scpdc.org





