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Upcoming Meetings
SCPDC Board Meeting
April 15th @ 10am

Loan Board Meeting
February 23rd @ 8:30am
March 16th @ 8:30am
April 20th @ 8:30am

HTMPO Policy Committee
Meetings
January 27th @ 10am
April 22nd @ 10am

HTMPO Technical Advisory
Committee
March 11th @ 10am

Message from our CEO

June 10th @ 10am

SCR Safety Coalition Infrastructure
& Operations Committee
March 11th @ 11am
June 10th @ 11am
(follows HTMPO TAC)

South Central Safety Full Coalition
Meeting
January 27,th @ 10:00am

Regional Transit Committee
February 17th @10am
May 19th @ 10am

SCPDC Calendar of
Events
Any Parish or Municipality that wants
to share regional activities they’re
promoting, we will give them access
to our Newsletter as a medium. For
more information about the
Newsletter please contact Ms. Cassie
Parker at cassie@scpdc.org.

This past year has been a challenging
year in many ways for everyone from
an
unprecedented
number
of
hurricanes, slow economic conditions,
national political divisiveness, and
obviously the worldwide pandemic. I
would expect that for most of us, this
year has been anything but a walk in
the park.
However, what I would like to
remember are the positive things that
have been noted and have taken place
in lieu of the challenges we faced. First,
I am convinced that our entire region
has become more resilient in
preparedness and abiding by directions
given by authorities. Our Parish
Presidents handled the whole hurricane
season superbly and were all very active
participant’s in communications with
federal/state/ and local mutual aid
partners. This helped families plan and
manage their personal affairs much
better and return sooner to safe
communities. Continue Reading.
Thanks to all ofo our Board Members and our
valued employees,



Kevin P. Belanger, CEO

SCPDC Welcomes Tim Boucier to our
Planning & Development
Department
Tim Bourcier is the new Planner IV with the
SCPDC, who will mostly be working on
economic and community development, as
well as infrastructure projects.
Tim is a native of Flint, Michigan, but has a history in the region. He earned his
Master's degree in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of New
Orleans and his law degree from Loyola University-New Orleans. He also broke
into the field with a couple of short internships with the City of New Orleans and
at a local consultancy. After Hurricane Katrina, Tim finished school and began
working in South Florida before moving to the DelMarVa region in the MidAtlantic. Here he began working with many small communities on long-term
planning matters and acted as the Town Planner for many rural communities
throughout Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. After ten years in urban planning,
Tim has gained a wealth of experience throughout the U.S. and looks forward to
applying that knowledge to projects throughout the seven parish region.

Under Construction!
SCPDC is underway to build an 8,200
sq. ft. accessory structure to
store files and equipment.
The second floor will be climate
control for files/maps while the
bottom floor will be used to store
equipment.

2020 Lantern Awards Bayou Region
Hanagriff's Machine Shop
Louisiana Economic Development announced the 2020 Lantern Awards
honoring exemplary manufacturing companies across the state. Lantern
Award winners demonstrate excellence in manufacturing and outstanding
service to their communities through the involvement of their businesses
and employees. To safeguard personal health during the COVID-19 public
health emergency, no in-person awards event will be staged in 2020. To
formally recognize this year’s winners, LED Secretary Don Pierson will deliver

Lantern Awards to the recipients in January. Continue reading.

$150,000 DRA Investment for Nicholls State University
Nicholls State University will use DRA funding
to provide enhanced training and support
activities to a regional workforce aligned with a
state, regional, and community economic
development strategy as well as leverage partner
resources with grant funding to expand training
capacity, create a sustainable program, and
increase cybersecurity knowledge.
The investment is projected to train up to 147
incumbent, displaced, civilian, and redundant
workers in cybersecurity/cyber-defense.
DRA Investment: $150,000

Economic Development Administration (EDA)
Approved an Alternate Plan for the Welding Center
The River Parishes
Community College (RPCC)
initially planned to use the
Economic Development
Administration (EDA) grant
funding to build a separate
facility that provided forty
indoor welding booths and an
outdoor welding area to its
welding center to train
hundreds of students, but when the bids came in over the planned budget,
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) approved an
alternate plan for the welding center. Bids for the new plan will create a
more efficient learning environment and hands-on instruction area.
As of December 2020, the welding center building is currently being
stripped down and the concrete floors are being refurbished, new doors and
doorframes are being added and an epoxy walkway will be poured
soon. RPCC is seeking additional funding to increase the building's electrical
capacity, purchase affixed welding booths, and enhancing the exhaust
system. With these potential changes, the project is still planned for
completion in Spring 2021, with the first-class using the renovated facility in
Autumn 2021.
EDA Grant Amount: $1,300,000.00

Start Date: September 2020
Completion Date: March 2021 (Tentatively)

Building Codes Save Big Money!
While adhering to permitting,
plan

review

and

inspection

requirements

can

sometimes

feel onerous, study after study
has confirmed that building
codes save money especially in
the face of natural disasters. The
latest
study
from
FEMA,
“Building Codes Save: A National Study”, shows that the country would
save $600 Billion by 2060 by implementing current building codes on
all new buildings. Building codes are the first line of defense for natural
disasters. The study affirmed the findings of the National Institute of
Building Sciences that adopting modern building codes provides $11 in
mitigation savings for every $1 invested. That is an excellent return on
investment. Building Codes are necessary because they are preventative
rather than reactionary. When we adopt modern codes and enforce them
correctly, disasters are minimized. Those who participate in our Regional
Building Code Program are doing a great service to their citizens!
Source Information: https://www.iccsafe.org/about/periodicals-andnewsroom/new-fema-study-projects-implementing-i-codes-could-save600-billion-by-2060/

HTMPO's 2020 Annual Report
The Houma-Thibodaux Metropolitan Planning Organization, responsible for
a l l transportation planning in the Houma-Thibodaux region, has
developed its 2020 annual report. This report highlights funding levels
obligated for various sidewalks, bridges, roadway infrastructure projects, and

transit in the urbanized areas of Assumption, Lafourche, and Terrebonne. In
addition to the report, a full annual listing of obligated projects may be
found on the MPO’s website at http://www.htmpo.org/annual-reports/.
Learn more about the HTMPO

Applications Being Accepted!
Louisiana State Flood Control Program
The Louisiana State Flood Control Program (SFCP) is
open for applications. This competitive program was
developed to help fix existing flood issues through
funding stand-alone projects that will not affect upstream
or downstream flooding. Pre-applications are reviewed
for projects that exceed $100,000 in costs. Accepted projects can have up to
90% of the costs covered. However, the more a municipality can put toward the
cost-share, the more likely SFCP will fund the project.
Rural areas with limited matching funds or technical expertise should certainly
consider applying. The match requirement can be waived for rural areas, where
55% of the total funding is being allocated. The state is also trying to assist rural
governments at no cost to them for hydraulic modeling if resources are available.
While only 45% of the funding is set aside for urbanized areas (MPO urbanized
area), our region is located in between two funding districts. Along
Bayou Lafourche, the LSFC divided the urbanized area so part of the region is in
the program's south-central district with the other part lies in the southeastern
district. The state has equitably distributed funds between the districts, so
technically municipalities in the SCPDC region have two funding pots to choose
from, making an increased potential for project approval.
If you are interested in this program or have any questions, please contact Tim
Bourcier, Planner IV at (985) 851-2900 or send a message to timb@scpdc.org.
Pre-applications are due May 1, 2021.

$1.2 Billion to Address the Louisiana Watershed Initiative

South Central Planning has been allocated $400,000 to act as the Fiscal Agent and
Coordinator for the Watershed Region 6 Steering Committee. The Committee’s
three (3) goals for this year are to complete a 3 year work plan, establish a project
inventory and create a structure of governance. Work Plan and Inventory have
been completed and the structure of governance will be submitted to the LA
Office of Community Development (OCD) by January of 2021. HUD has recently
approved the funding of $1.2 Billion to address the Louisiana Watershed

Initiative program in creating Projects, Programs and Modeling to address our
States flooding needs for the next 5-6 Years. Round 1 applications are currently
being submitted to OCD for State and Regional funding opportunities. For more
information on this program contact Pat Gordon.
Learn more about Region 6 Watershed Efforts

SCPDC's Loan Department Awards over
$3 Million to Small Businesses
SCPDC's Loan Department awarded
$3,099,606.59 in loans to small businesses
across South Louisiana. The vast majority of
that figure includes Corona Recovery loans
of $20,000 each to 83 ($1,660.000)
businesses both within and outside of
SCPDC's seven parish region.
Other loans, totaling $1,439,606.59, advanced business growth and progress for
a hair salon, a shipyard, a new law firm, a restaurant, two industrial equipment
companies, and three fishermen recovering from Hurricane Barry, and spurred
private investment of $632,891 .
For information on the small business loan programs offered through South
Central Planning, please see brochures: EDA CARES Act Loans Comprehensive
Loan Brochure
In December 2020, the Loan Department welcomed two new staff members to the
team, and we look forward to even greater opportunities in 2021. Happy new year
from all of us in the SCPDC Loan Department!
Brooke Bergeron, Hilary Domangue, Lisa Maloz, Missy Menuet, Tom “Moose”
Pearce, Alisha Rodrigue

SCPDC has been awarded funding under the
Economic Development Administration’s CARES
Act Recovery Assistance program to help businesses
in the region respond to the unprecedented challenge
created
by
COVID-19
and
associated
shutdowns. SCPDC considers ALL small businesses to
be affected by the VIRUS and the associated economic SHUTDOWNS and pledges
to support and sustain small businesses during the re-opening and re-tooling in
the new COVID economy.
SCPDC's primary goal is to use the $2.1 million EDA CARES Act Recovery
Assistance to re-capitalize and administer a Revolving Loan Fund that will provide
loans to Coronavirus- impacted businesses in Assumption, Lafourche, St Charles,
St James, St John the Baptist, St Mary, and Terrebonne parishes.
This loan program will allow for small businesses affected by the Coronavirus

Pandemic to apply for loans for their recovery efforts. If eligible, businesses can
apply for $25,000 - $250,000 for a five-year term at 0% interest for two years and
4% interest for three years. Please contact SCPDC for further details or to apply
for a small business loan at 985.655.1051 or businessloans@scpdc.org.

Cares Act Fisheries Grant Assistance Available
South

Central

Planning

&

Development

Commission (SCPDC) is assisting the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF)
providing Technical Assistance for fishermen who
need help completing LDWF’s online Cares Act
Fisheries Grant Application. SCPDC will assist over
the phone or can actually complete the online
application

for

fishermen

with

scheduled

appointments from Monday through Thursday 9am – 4pm at our Gray office. As
a part of this assistance, SCPDC will provide Language Assistance for Vietnamese
and Spanish speaking fishermen. Fishermen needing assistance should call 1-800
630-3791 for an appointment. Applications will be accepted until October 26,
2020.

Buying or Selling Property with Underground Storage
Tanks, such as Old Abandoned Gas Stations?
South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) currently has U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfield Assessment funding to
assess properties for the cleanup and reuse of petroleum-contaminated sites.
Funding may be used for sites that are contaminated with petroleum
substances (such old gas stations, auto service businesses, factories, mill sites,
shipyards, transit stations, junkyards, etc.)
So, what is a Brownfield? Brownfields are abandoned or underutilized real
property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by
the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or
contaminant. A limited amount of Petroleum Site Assessment Grant funds is
available to conduct Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs).
A Phase I ESA helps identify potential contaminants on a site as well as
recommending clean up options. A Phase II ESA provides a more detailed
analysis of site conditions, the cleanup required per industry standards, and any
follow-up monitoring of the site post-cleanup.
Want more information on SCPDC’s Brownfield Program and to determine if your
petroleum site is eligible for brownfield funding? Contact our Brownfield Program
Manager, Lesley Long at lesley@scpdc.org or (985) 851-2900.
More information can also be found at https://www.epa.gov/ust/petroleumbrownfields.

PUBLIC NOTICE: Request for Qualifications
South

Central

Statements

Planning

of

and

Qualifications

Development
for

Commission

on-call

(SCPDC)

environmental

requests

professional

services. Interested parties are invited to submit their Statements of Qualifications
to serve as an on-call Qualified Environmental Professional, pursuant to a
Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grant funded by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency.
Detailed specifications of the Request for Qualifications are available on the SCPDC
website (www.scpdc.org) or obtained by contacting Lesley Long, South Central
Planning & Development Commission Brownfields Program Manager via email at
lesley@scpdc.org. Statements of Qualifications will be accepted until 4:00 pm,
Monday, February 8, 2021, and should be hand-delivered or mailed to Lesley Long
at South Central Planning & Development Commission, 5058 West Main St.,
Houma, LA 70360. Late submittals will not be accepted.
Federal funds are involved and compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and
local laws, rules, and regulations are required. SCPDC is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. We encourage all small and minority-owned firms and women's business
enterprises to apply.

Town of Golden Meadow Sewer Connection Project
T h e Town of Golden Meadow
recently completed Phase 6 of
its sewer connection project. This
most recent phase provides a
gravity sewer line on the south
side of the town that will
eventually
connect
to
its
wastewater
treatment
facility. Connections are now
available
for
existing
and
future
residential
and
commercial properties in this part

The town is still waiting for the delivery of
a holding tank that was delayed due to
COVID-19. It is expected to be delivered
and connected by the end of the year. At
this time, customers can connect to the
central sewer system. Phase 7 has been
designed and the town will decide
whether to begin the project after the
beginning of the year. This project was
partially
funded
with Economic
Development Administration funds.

of the town.
Recently completed construction along Henry Street for Phase 6

The intersection of Henry Street
and St. Mary Street where
Phase 5 and Phase 6 connect.

Vacant lots along Henry
Street, near St. Louis Street,
ready for new development to
add to the central sewer
system.

Existing wastewater treatment
site with area prepared for
incoming holding tank ready
for arrival by the end of 2020.

Reaching Zero Deaths on our Roadways is a Team
Effort
South Central Regional Safety Coalition (SCRSC) is
a traffic safety coalition comprised of multidisciplinary
partners/agencies throughout the parishes
of Assumption, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. James, St.
John the Baptist, and Terrebonne.
Program Coordinator: Cassie Parker

Learn more about what we are doing to save lives






Policies that Saves Lives and Money
Motor vehicle crashes are a leading
cause of death and injury for all ages.
In the last five years, distracted driving
and not wearing a seatbelt has
contributed to the death of 78 people
and 101 people, respectively, in our
six parish region. There were also
individuals seriously injured as a
result of a distracted driving crash or
not wearing a seatbelt, 132 and 59,
respectively.
Recognizing
the
opportunity that employers have to
save lives, a growing number of
employers have established traffic
safety programs and policies in their
companies.

Our coalition would like to assist you in
establishing safe driving policies that
promote
safety
within
your
organization. Please feel free to
contact
our
Regional
Safety
Coordinator,
Cassie
Parker,
at
cassie@scpdc.org or via telephone at
985-851-2900 if you would like more
information, and please let us know if
you adopt a policy, so that we may
highlight your efforts!
Employer Hands-Free & Cell
Phone Policy Sample

A Click That Saves Lives

South Central Regional Safety Coalition, along with Acadiana
Regional Transportation Safety Coalition joined forces with their
regional partners to host the Occupant Protection webinar as part of
Louisiana's Destination Zero Deaths series.
Test your knowledge on seat belt laws and statistics and learn more
about programs that allow students to take action and become the
voice of traffic safety. Click here for the webinar
SCPDC's Planner II and Coordinator of the South
Central Regional Safety Coalition, Cassie Parker,
joined fellow safety planners, engineers, and
advocates nationwide to share the success of our
regional safety coalition's efforts at FHWA's
webinar: Moving FoRRRwD with Safety
Action Plans: Statewide, Regional, and Local.
Click here for the webinar.

2019 Louisiana's Child Passenger Safety Law - Best in US!

South Central Planning & Development
5058 West Main Street, Houma, LA 70364
985-851-2900 I www.scpdc.org





