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Traffic Safety Summit 2013                         
to open doors for the public 

MEETING NOTICE 
The South Central Safe Community 
Partnership (SCSCP) usually meets 
every third Thursday of the middle 
month every quarter. But the next 
meeting is in time for the Annual   

Regional Traffic Safety Summit on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at Nicholls 
State University (NSU) in Thibodaux. 

 
To register, please visit: 

 http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/fr/
safetysummit13.html  

Students, bike safety advocates encouraged to attend 

 
     Having the citizens involved in a healthy exchange of ideas is what the 
South Central Safe Community Partnership (SCSCP) hopes to see happening 
at the Regional Traffic Safety Summit on May 15, 2013 at the Cotillion       
Ballroom of Nicholls State University’s (NSU) Donald Bollinger Memorial    
Student Union Building in Thibodaux, LA.  

     The SCSCP is encouraging high school and college students, parents,  
educators, bicycle groups and the public to attend the afternoon sessions and 
outdoor demonstrations which all aim to increase public safety awareness. 
While the summit itself starts at 8 a.m., the doors are only open to the public 
from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m. This is an opportunity for concerned citizens to learn 
best practices in driving safely, observing blind zones, putting their kids in car 
seats properly, etc. 

     This is the 13
th

 year that the Houma-based SCSCP has held this interac-
tive and educational conference where multidisciplinary agencies can interact 
and address traffic safety issues facing the Bayou Region and River Parishes. 
High schools and college universities are encouraged to send their student 
council leaders or drama club members to attend the young driver sessions at 
12:45 p.m. which will tackle issues on underage drinking, distracted driving 
and not wearing a seatbelt. At the end of the session, the participants will form 
the Youth Traffic Safety Advocacy group, which the SCSCP is seeking to put 

together in order to 
heighten involvement 
from the youth and 
their parents. 

Safety demonstrations 
such as the seatbelt 
rollover simulator, child 
passenger safety seat 
inspection, Wal-Mart’s 
“Committed to Safety” 
truck display for blind 
zone awareness, and 
NSU PD’s fatal vision 
goggle demo will also 
be    offered to provide 
hands-on learning. All 
that the SCSCP and its 
partners do is for the 
safety of all road users 

Funded thru LHSC and LADOTD Safety Grants                                                    March—April 2013 

The Official Transportation Safety Newsletter of the South Central Region of Louisiana 

Summit  … continued on Page 2 

SCSCP backs up  
LADOTD’s plans to  
improve LA 3235 

 
     The SCSCP extends supports for  
the LA Department of Transportation 
and Development’s (LADOTD) plans 
to improve the safety of LA 3235 and 
intersections on LA 24, LA 657, LA 
3161, LA 3162 and LA 1. The public 
has expressed how dangerous this 
roadway is. 
     After a full data analysis coupled 
with site visits to identify what needs 
to be done, the LADOTD endorsed for 
short-term projects to be in production 
and will be let for construction in     
October this year. They’ll place more 
ground-in transverse rumble strips on 
shoulders, “Signal Ahead” signs with 
flashing beacons prior to the Wal-Mart 
signal and oversize STOP signs on 
side-street approaches,  
     Signal retiming, media opening 
modifications and cable guardrails are 
also being recommended for long-
term benefits.  
     LA State Police Troop C and 
Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office have 
agreed to conduct necessary enforce-
ment and double their efforts once 
these engineering improvements are 
in place.  

The fatal vision goggle demo was offered by Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s 
Office in last year’s safety summit. This year, the Nicholls State Univ. 
Police Department will do demo. By riding in one of these golf carts and 
wearing a goggle, one will get a hands-on experience of how driving 
under the influence (DUI) affects judgment and control of the vehicle.  

http://scpdc.org/
http://assumptionla.com/
http://www.tpcg.org/
http://www.lafourchegov.org/
http://www.stcharlesgov.net/
http://www.sjbparish.com/
http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/fr/safetysummit13.html
http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/fr/safetysummit13.html
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in order to keep communities more 
livable.  

     The SCSCP members collaborate 
to promote and strengthen a culture 
of buckling up, driving sober, no tex-
ting behind the wheel and navigating 
safely at all times. It can be quite 
challenging to change a persistently 
unsafe driving behavior, but the 
SCSCP partners do not stop from 
educating, enforcing, encouraging 
and engineering roadway issues. 

     The morning breakout sessions 
are targeted for SCSCP’s partners. 
With this year’s theme, “One Team, 
One Vision Towards Zero Deaths”, 
the summit will address topics such 
as: DUI apprehension, investigation 
and  testifying strategies; latest child 
passenger safety techniques and  
technology updates; innovations in 
road safety; and enhanced seatbelt 
education/enforcement programs.  

     The Opening and Closing Plenary 
will provide valuable updates relating 
to crash data trends on seatbelt use 
and DWI arrests; processing the  
impaired drivers and overcoming 
prosecution loopholes; teen driver 
safety priorities; effective messaging 
strategies in advocating safety to the 

Click it or Ticket Activities 
 

Some of SCSCP’s law enforcement 
agency partners share what they’ve got 
planned for this year’s Click it or Ticket 
Seatbelt Enforcement Mobilization which 
is set for May 20 to June 2, 2013. 
 
LA State Police Troop C     
Commander Capt. Darrin Naquin   says 
his troop will be conducting 150 hours of 
overtime/nighttime seatbelt checkpoints 
and saturation patrols between May 22 
and June 2.  
Houma Police Department Chief Todd 
Duplantis announces his agency will do 
a series of checkpoints on May 20 to 23 
and May 28 to 30. “We will continue to 
promote highway safety.” (FYI, they did 
seatbelt checkpoints last April 22 to 25 
which resulted to 195 citations.)   
Thibodaux Police Department ’s Special 
Operations Commander Capt. Jamey 
Fontenot confirms they will hold two 
nighttime checkpoints.  

Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office has 
planned to do a child passenger safety 
seat check on May 29, 8 AM to 2 PM at 
Wal-Mart in Galliano.  

The Sheriff’s Offices from the Parishes of 
Assumption, Terrebonne, St. James, St. 
John and St. Charles will also participate in 
this effort as well. No specific details have 
been released as of this writing. 

public; grassroots advocacy and 
citizen  involvement; and strategic 
highway safety planning.  

 
*** 

 
     SCSCP is a coalition with      
members from law enforcement, 
government, health, education,  
business, non-profit groups, and 
community-based agencies from the 
Parishes of Assumption, Lafourche, 
St. Charles, St. James, St. John the 
Baptist and Terrebonne. These 
agencies work together towards  
reducing roadway fatalities through 
the 4 E’s of traffic safety (Education, 
Enforcement, Engineering and 
Emergency Medical Services or 
EMS), and address safety-related 
issues of the South Central Region.  
     The SCSCP is administered by 
the South Central Planning and              
Development Commission (SCPDC) 
in Houma, Its efforts are supported 
by the Federal Highway Safety    
Administration, LA Department of 
Transportation and Development, LA 
Highway Safety Commission and LA 
State Police. For more info, please 
email rudynah@scpdc.org or call 
(985) 851-2900.  

Summit  … continued from Page 1 

New CPS instructor, new techs in 
South Central   

 
     The Bayou Region now has its first Child 
Passenger Safety (CPS) Instructor, Michael 
Toups of Houma Police Department, who can 
officially sign off on child car seats checked by 
SCSCP’s Team of CPS techs. Toups earned his 
certification as a CPS technician two years ago 
and later worked his way towards becoming an    
instructor. The coalition appointed him as the 
Regional CPS Coordinator to keep the CPS 
technicians on the same page and keep the   
momentum going.   
     The SCSCP seeks to continue heightening 
its advocacy on proper installation of child car 

seats. Just last March 20 to 23, the Louisiana Passenger Safety Task Force 
(LPSTF) held a Certified CPS Technician’s Course at the South Central 
Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) wherein 12 out of 15 
participants were from our region, (from LSP Troop C and B, Thibodaux 
PD, Mothers Against Drunk Driving,  Houma PD, Office of Public Health 
and Lafourche Sheriff’s Office) got certified.  
     Mike reported that just between January and March of this year, a total 
of 117 child car seats were checked by SCSCP’s team of CPS technicians 
led by himself. Of those 117 seats, 57 were replaced.  
     Early this year, the SCSCP approved the Alcohol and Drug Abuse  
Council to receive a mini-grant amount of $3,440 to purchase child car 
seats which will be distributed in various seat inspection events and fitting 
stations in the region.   

mailto:rudynah@scpdc.org
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Road Safety Assessment in St. John — 

March 7                              
 

The South Central Regional Transportation Safety Plan 

(SCRTSP) Infrastructure and Operations Subcommittee  

collaborated with LA Local Technical Assistance Program 

(LTAP) and St. John the Baptist Parish’s Public Safety,  

Sheriff’s Office and Public Works  Office to conduct a Road 

Safety Assessment (RSA) of three identified high-crash local 

roads: Cambridge, Carrollwood and Madewood. The RSA 

Team found some safety issues such as too many access 

points, lack of signage, faded  pavement marks on these 

locations. The SCRTSP IO Subcommittee will endorse    

projects out of this RSA to be included in the Local Road 

Safety Program (LRSP).  This effort aligns with the statewide 

goal of reducing run-off the road and intersection fatalities.  

Child Passenger Safety 

Technician’s Training — 

March 20-23, 2013                              
The CPS Training held last March 20 to 23 at 

SCPDC welcomed 15 new CPS technicians. 

Of which, 12 are from the South Central  

Region.  In photo are instructors from the LA 

Passenger Safety Task Force  (in yellow 

shirts) and the training participants (seated).  

Road Safety Assessment in St. Charles — March 28                              
The SCRTSP IO Subcommittee also conducted another RSA in St. Charles Parish with the same goal of identifying safety issues on 

high-crash local roads. The team (comprised of reps from SCPDC, LTAP, St. Charles Parish’s Public Works, Road Maintenance    

Office and Sheriff’s Office, and LSP Troop B) visited the roads of Ormond Blvd., Paul Frederick and Primrose Avenue. They found 

problems that included  lack of signage, striping and object markers. The SCRTSP IO  Subcommittee and St. Charles Parish will    

further discuss and prioritize low-cost safety improvements to be implemented using either LRSP or parish funds (or through other 

safety programs) once official RSA reports are completed.  
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SOUTH CENTRAL SAFE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
South Central Planning & Development Commission   

www.scpdc.org  
Physical Address: 5058 West Main Street, Houma, LA 70360            

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 1870, Gray, LA 70359 

HOW TO REACH US: If you want to join the South Central Safe Community Partnership (SCSCP) and attend our future 

meetings and programs, you may contact  SCPDC’s Transportation Safety Coordinator Rudynah Capone at (985)  851-2900   

or  email rudynah@scpdc.org.  LIKE us on Facebook and FOLLOW us on Twitter.  

HELPFUL LINKS: 
 

 Louisiana Highway Safety Commission: http://www.lahighwaysafety.org 

 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/safecommunites 

 Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development: http://www.dotd.la.gov 

 NHTSA Traffic Safety Marketing: http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov 

 South Central Planning and Development Commission’s Safe Community Page: http://www.scpdc.org 

 Louisiana’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan http://www.destinationzerodeaths.com/strategic 

Click it or Ticket Mobilization 
May 20 to June 2, 2013  

Every year, the SCSCP participates in 
the nationwide Click it or Ticket Seatbelt 
Enforcement Mobilization. On Page 2 of 
this newsletter, you’ll find what SCSCPs 
law enforcement partners have planned 
to do. For more campaign materials, 

please visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov for campaign 
materials.  

South Central Regional 
Traffic Safety Summit         
May 15, 2013, Thibodaux 

There may just be a few days left, 
but you can still register for the 
South Central Regional Traffic 
Safety Summit set on Wednesday, 
May 15, 2013 at Nicholls State     
University. Plenary and breakout 
sessions as well as safety demos 
will cover matters  relating to DUI 
apprehension, increased seatbelt 
usage, road safety innovations, big 
truck safety awareness, bike/
pedestrian programs, child safety 
techniques, etc. The SCSCP also 
hopes to form a Youth Advocacy 
Subgroup out of this year’s summit, 
which will entail participation from 
students, parents, teachers and the 
public. To register, please visit: 
 ht tp://www.ltrc. lsu.edu/ltap/fr/
safetysummit13.html  

Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Month—May 2013 

To commemorate the month of May as Motor-
cycle Safety Awareness Month, the SCSCP 
encourages all motorists and motorcycle   
riders  to  “share the road” courteously. This 
mutual responsibility should be taken upon by 
all road users.  Increased enforcement will 
take place across the South Central Region especially rural areas. 
Statistics shows that motorcyclists are about 30 times more likely to 
die in a crash than a passenger vehicle occupants, so be on the 
lookout of blind spots. Always check your side mirrors and signal 
before shifting lanes or making turns.  

Child Seat 
Check              
May 29   

In time for the 
Click it or Ticket 

Mobilization period, a child  seat check will be conducted by the 
Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office and SCSCP’s Team of CPS 
Techs on May 29 at 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Wal-Mart parking 
grounds in Galliano. For more info, email Doug Foreman at 
doug-foreman@lpso.net  or Mike Toups at mtoups@tpcg.org  

Cinco de Mayo Drunk Driving Prevention             
May 5, 2013 

Cinco de Mayo has become a 
huge night out for many young 
adults but amigos don’t let amigos 
drive drunk. Hence, SCSCP is 
reminding everyone to designate a 
driver if planning to drink. Whether 
it’s margarita, tequila or vino, any 
alcohol can impair your judgment 
on the road. So, play it safe this 
Cinco de Mayo and help reduce 
drunk driving crashes!  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/South-Central-Safe-Community-Partnership/195277753828590?ref=hl
http://twitter.com/#!/scscp
http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/fr/safetysummit13.html
http://www.ltrc.lsu.edu/ltap/fr/safetysummit13.html

